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2020 Clear Vision … Clarity Regarding Civil Obedience 

 

1 Peter 2:13-17 
 

Clear Directives from Scripture concerning assembling as God’s Church at this time 

1 Peter 2:13-14 “Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as 

supreme, or to the governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good.” 

“2:13 Be subject …to every human institution. This introduces the theme of voluntary submission and 

obedience to those in authority…  

for the Lord’s sake. A person should submit to ordinances because this will commend Christ to others 

and keep reproach from His name. Submission to others also in itself is a service to Christ.…” 1   

1 Peter 2:15 “For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of 

foolish people.” 

“The will of the Lord is, first, that Christians should be subject to the civil government, and, 

second, that by their law-abiding behavior they should avoid the condemnation and win the 

commendation of the civil authorities.” 2   

1 Peter 2:16 “Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as 

servants of God.” 

“…Christian freedom must not be used as a pretext for rebellion … or as a license to sin.” 1  

1 Peter 2:17 “Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.” 

❖ The directives of Scripture could not be clearer!  

 Romans 13:1-7  

 Honoring our governing authorities is honoring God! 

Christians are free!  

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” John 8:36 

❖ Free from fear! 

Isaiah 41:10 “fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, 

I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

 Christians are to fear God, not Covid-19, or our governing authorities, or anything else. 

Non-Christians are living in great fear, but not God’s people!  

 Not assembling until our governor gives permission is not a result of fearing sickness but of honoring God.  

❖ Free from anger!  

Ephesians 4:26 “Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger,” 

 Beware of continually carrying anger toward our government – this gives a great opportunity to the 

Devil, who will rob Christians of all the joy and peace we have in Jesus. 

James 1:19-20 “Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 

anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.” 

❖ Free to be grateful and thankful in all situations! 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

❖ Focus on the opportunities we currently have and not on the restrictions.  

 Ministry opportunities have grown during this time! 

 



Our Call as His Church 
 

Matthew 16:18-19 
“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall 

not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 

earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
 

We are called to belong to Christ  

Matthew 16:18 “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it.” 

❖ Christ builds His church in a supernatural way against the schemes of the devil.  

 Satan’s persistent opposition 

 The world’s secular worldviews and ideas 

 Government policies in direct opposition to God’s will 

 

We are called to grow in Christ 

❖ When the church stops fulfilling its call to be growing in Christ, God will use events and circumstances that 

will lead us to accomplishing His will.  

Acts 8:1,4 “And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were 

all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. … Now those who were 

scattered went about preaching the word.” 

 We are challenged to evaluate our personal growth and commitment to Christ.  

John 15:4-5 “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the 

vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 

and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” 

 In order to grow in Christ and bear fruit, we must have … 

 a personal relationship with Christ. 

 a personal dependency on Christ. 

 Ephesians 4:10-16 

 Christ is the source and the aim of the Christian growth. 

 

We are called to proclaim His kingdom 

Acts 8:4 “Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word.” 

❖ We are challenged to proclaim His kingdom. 

Matthew 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 Christ commands and instructs us to trust Him and fulfill His purpose. 

 Christ gave us the message. 

 We build God’s Kingdom by proclaiming His message and discipling one another.  
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