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Mark 4:1-20 
 

Jesus taught the multitudes through parables. A parable is a story that is alongside a spiritual truth, or 

an earthly story with a spiritual meaning. As Jesus explains the parable of the sower to His disciples, 

He assures them through the parable “...To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God...”  

As a follower of Christ, you are meant to know the mysteries or secrets of God in a personal way. 

Many have rejected the message of Christ like the Scribes and Pharisees did, and for them the teaching 

of God is hidden, so that they may not see the secrets of the kingdom of God. We have a responsibility 

to grow in our knowledge and insight of the meaning of God’s Word for our personal lives! There are 

spiritual and eternal consequences regarding the sensitivity of our heart toward the Word of God. 

The Hardened Soil 

Mark 4:14-15 “The sower sows the word. And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when 

they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them.” 

 Jesus explains the lack of receptiveness to the Word of God in those whose heart is like soil on a hardened path. 

❖ The heart is hardened because of a lack of understanding.  

Matthew 13:19 “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes 

and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path.” 

❖ Our hearts are the soil in which we receive the Word of God, but often instead of studying the message of 

God for us, we chose to discard the truth and end up not grasping its purpose for us. 

❖ Our hearts are complex and wicked, and in our hearts, the things of God are impossible to understand and to 

receive in so many ways. 

Jeremiah 17:9-10 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? 

‘I the Lord search the heart and test the mind, to give every man according to his ways, according to 

the fruit of their deeds.’” 

❖ The heart becomes hard because of a lack of faith. 

❖ Even though our hearts are deceitful and wicked, through faith in Jesus Christ and His message, they can 

become as a spring of life and as rivers of living water. 

Proverbs 4:23 “Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.” 

John 7:38 “Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of 

living water.’” 

❖ Many people knowingly reject the message of the gospel and harden their hearts because of the 

inconvenience of the truth. 

John 3:19-20 “And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness 

rather than the light because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light 

and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed.” 

❖ A hardened heart is an opportunity for Satan to take away the Word of God. 

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case 

the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

 



The Shallow Soil  

Mark 4:16-17 “And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, 

immediately receive it with joy. And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when 

tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away.” 

 Jesus explains the lack of perseverance in the Word of God in those whose heart is like shallow soil. 

❖ A shallow heart has no idea of the seriousness of their personal spiritual need.  

 A shallow heart comes to Jesus seeking to be blessed but not to be rescued from sin. 

 Many came to Jesus while He preached, yet He knew they did not have the right heart to follow Him. 

 Luke 9:57-62  

❖ A shallow heart has no idea of the seriousness of the cost to follow Christ. 

 Often, we are ignorant of the demand from Jesus to every disciple. 

 Matthew 7:21-23  

 Luke 14:25-33  

❖ A shallow heart has no strength to persevere in the way of the Lord in the midst of persecution. 

 The Bible teaches that people will depart from their faith and many who have claimed Christ as Lord and 

Savior will turn away from the faith that at one time they claimed to have. 

1 Timothy 4:1-2 “Now the Spirit expressly says that in the later times some will depart from the faith by 

devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons.” 

Matthew 24:10-13 “And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. And 

many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be increased, the 

love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.” 

The Infested Soil 

Mark 4:18-19 “And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, but the cares of 

the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it 

proves unfruitful.” 

 Jesus explains the lack of prioritizing the Word of God in those whose heart is full of thorns. 

❖ An infested heart is not fruitful for it is consumed with the cares of this world. 

 There are so many apparently good things that could get in the way of every Christian and obstruct a 

fruitful, healthy life that God wants them to have. 

 Philippians 3:14-19 

❖ An infested heart is not fruitful for it is consumed with the deceitfulness of riches. 

 One of the biggest deceptions to Christians is the personal desire to be wealthy. 

 1 Timothy 6:6-12 

❖ An infested heart is not fruitful for it is consumed with the desires for other things.  

 1 John 2:15-17 

The Fruitful Soil  

Mark 4:20 “But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear 

fruit, thirtyfold, and sixtyfold, and a hundredfold.” 

 Jesus explains the receptivity, the perseverance, and the prioritizing of the Word of God in those whose 

heart is fruitful soil. 

❖ True Christians hear the Word of God and accept it in their life. 

❖ True Christians are constantly growing to be more fruitful in their life. 

2 Corinthians 13:5 “Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not 

realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? – unless indeed you fail to meet the test!” 
 

Endnotes: 

⬧ Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved 


