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Mark 3:1-6 
“Again He entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a withered hand. And they 

watched Jesus, to see whether He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse 

Him. And He said to the man with the withered hand, ‘Come here.’ And He said to them, ‘Is it 

lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to kill? But they were silent. 

And He looked around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, and said to the 

man, ‘stretch out your hand.’ He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees 

went out and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against Him, how to destroy Him.” 
 

 

In the face of opposition 

❖ As Jesus entered the synagogue, He encountered a man with a withered hand and the Pharisees watched 

closely in opposition to Him.  

Mark 3:1 “Again He entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a withered hand. And they watched 

Jesus, to see whether He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him.” 

 The Pharisees hardened their heart to the message and truth of Jesus. 

 The Pharisees acted with pride as they disagreed with Jesus. 

 The Pharisees were indifferent to the needs around them. 

❖ Jesus encountered the greatest opposition anyone could ever face on the earth. 

⬧ It was not whether He could heal the man, but would He dare to heal the man on the Sabbath. 

⬧ Jesus got angry at the Pharisees’ cynicism for it obstructed them from seeing the purpose, the love, and the 

power of God! 

Matthew 11:29 “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls.” 

⬧ We must learn that in the midst of every circumstance, through Jesus we will find the opportunity to do 

what is good and right. 

⬧ “Evil anger” actions range from indifference to hostility, “godly anger” choses to do what is right! 

 Genesis 4:5-8  

Ephesians 4:26-27 “Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no 

opportunity to the devil.” 

⬧ Jesus was angry yet He did what was right. 

 

For the glory of God and the benefit of others.  

1 Corinthians 10:31-33 “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Give no 

offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God,  just as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not 

seeking my own advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved.” 

❖ Godly anger leads to Godly compassion. 

Mark 3:3-5 “And He said to the man with the withered hand, ‘Come here.’ And He said to them, ‘Is it lawful 

on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to kill? But they were silent. And He looked 

around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, and said to the man, ‘stretch out your 

hand.’ He stretched it out, and his hand was restored.” 

 Jesus chose to do what was right both in the eyes of the Father and for the blessing of others. 



❖ As Jesus walked to the synagogue that morning, His plan was to do good for others. 

Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Men came to seek and to save the lost.” 

John 5:30 “I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do 

not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.” (NASB)
1 

 Jesus, guided by the Father, was compassionate, purposeful, and above all, the savior of the people. 

❖ This is our time to act in a godly way, as we realize that we are in the midst of a lot of needs. 

⬧ We live in a time when the love of many is growing cold, and the divisiveness of others often makes us 

cynical or even wrongfully angry.  

Matthew 24:12 “And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold.” 

James 1:19-20 “Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow 

to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.” 

 In the face of opposition and needs, for the Glory of God and the benefit of others, we are called to 

respond… with compassion rather than indifference. 

Acts 17:16-17 “Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he 

saw that the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout 

persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there.” 

 Exodus 32:9-14,19-20,30-32  

 with humility rather than judgment. 

1 Peter 2:21-23 “For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 

example, so that you might follow in His steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in His 

mouth. When He was reviled, He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but 

continued entrusting Himself to Him who judges justly.” 

Luke 23:34 “And Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.’ And they cast lots to 

divide His garments.” 

 with courage rather than fear. 

Mark 3:5-6 “And He looked around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, and said to 

the man, ‘stretch out your hand.’ He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees went 

out and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against Him, how to destroy Him.” 

 Galatians 2:11-14 

 Acts 2:22-24;36-39 

 

Acts 2:38-39 

“And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 

Name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for 

all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to Himself.” 
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1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. 
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