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Mark 7:1-8 
“Now when the Pharisees gathered to Him, with some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem, they saw 

that some of His disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. (For the Pharisees and all the 

Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands properly, holding to the tradition of the elders, and when they 

come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other traditions that they 

observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.) And the Pharisees and 

the scribes asked Him, ‘Why do your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with 

defiled hands?’ And He said to them, ‘Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, “This people 

honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me; in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the 

commandments of men.” You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.’” 

Motivated by Love  

Mark 7:1 “Now when the pharisees gathered to Him, with some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem,” 

❖ The Pharisees and Scribes became unified as they questioned Christ with a motivation to prove Him and His 

disciples wrong. 

Mark 1:22 “And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one who had authority, and 

not as the scribes.” 

Mark 2:15-16 “And as He reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were reclining 

with Jesus and His disciples, for there were many who followed Him. And the scribes of the Pharisees, 

when they saw that He was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to His disciples, ‘Why does He 

eat with tax collectors and sinners?’” 

Mark 7:2-3 “… they saw that some of His disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 

(For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands properly, holding to the 

tradition of the elders,…)” 

❖ The Pharisees and Scribes were motivated by a tradition that had formed as the scribes interpreted the law 

and added commandments that clearly contradicted the purposes of God. 

Mark 7:8 “‘You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.’” 

❖ The only way in which we are called to follow the Lord and serve Him is when we are motivated by 

authentic love. 

Mark 7:6 “And He said to them, ‘Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, “This people 

honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me;’” 

➢ Jesus cares for the heart of His followers …  

 to love and honor the Lord. 

 to be genuine in their views, convictions and lifestyle. 

 to love the people and seek the wellbeing of the Church.  

Living with devotion  

Mark 7:6-7 “And He said to them, ‘Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, “This people 

honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me; in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines 

the commandments of men.’”  

❖ Real devotion comes from a heart that not only loves the Lord but seeks to obey the commandments of God 

rather than the commandments of men. 
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