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For the Christian, to die is gain! 
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Philippians 1:21-23 

Paul enjoyed his life in Christ and had no fear of death! Philippians 1:20 
Death: (Greek – Thanatos)  “The separation of the soul (the spiritual part of man) from the body (the material 

part), the latter ceasing to function and turning to dust, … ‘Death’ is the opposite of life; it never denotes 
nonexistence.” 1  

❖ Death is experienced by all mankind because of sin.  
Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men because all sinned” 
• People are conscious after death. 

Biblical examples include …    
…The Rich man and Lazarus 

Luke 16:22-23 “The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich 
man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side.”  

…The Souls in Heaven 
Revelation 6:9-10a “When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who 

had been slain for the Word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a 
loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, …” 

…Elijah and Moses with Jesus  
Matthew 17:2-3 “And [Jesus] was transfigured before them, and His face shone like the sun, and 

His clothes became white as light. And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, 
talking with Him.” 

❖ Death is the last enemy to be destroyed!  
1 Corinthians 15:26 “The last enemy to be destroyed is death.” 

❖ Death is a terror to many.  
Hebrews 2:14-15 “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise partook of the 

same things, that through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 
and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.”  

❖ Jesus’ resurrection conquered death!  
1 Corinthians 15:56-57 “The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, 

who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
• Jesus promised His followers … “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes Him 

who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.” John 
5:24 





Paul saw death as gain, not loss! Philippians 1:21 
❖ Paul looked forward to being in heaven with Jesus!  Philippians1:23 

“‘Heaven’ is the Biblical term for God’s dwelling place (Ps. 33:13,14; Matt. 6:9), the place of His 
presence where the glorified Christ has returned (Acts 1:11) … and one day Christ’s people will be 
there with Christ forever (John 17:5,24; 1Thess. 4:16,17).” 2  

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 
will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.” 

⬧ Christians are to live for the future!  
• 1 Timothy 6:17-19; Matthew 6:19-21  

⬧ The Word of God clearly teaches the reality of Heaven!  
• Revelation 21:1-4; 22:1-5  

❖ Paul knew that being away from the body is being present with the Lord! 
Corinthians 5:6-9 “So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we 

are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, and we would 
rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it 
our aim to please Him.” 

Other Scripture passages that reinforce this truth include …    
… Jesus’ words to the thief on the cross!  

“And [Jesus] said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.’” Luke 23:43 
… Jesus’ words to His disciples!  
• John 14:1-6  

…Peter’s words to the church!  
• 1 Peter 1:3-9  

⬧ Christians have hope for this life and for the life to come!  
• Ephesians 1:18-21 

 
“For to me to live is Christ, 

and to die is gain”! 
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