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Mark 9:30-37 
 

Jesus teaches genuine greatness.  

Mark 9:30-31 “They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And He did not want anyone to know, for 

He was teaching His disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, 

and they will kill Him. And when He is killed, after three days He will rise!” 

❖ At this point, Jesus’ ministry was finished in Galilee, but the people of Galilee had missed their greatest 

opportunity by rejecting the teaching of Jesus! 

 Luke 10:13-16  

Matthew 13:16-17 “But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. For truly, I say to 

you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what 

you hear, and did not hear it.”  

 Luke 19:41-44 

❖ Jesus took every opportunity he had to teach, explain, and model truth to His disciples!   

❖ The passion and crucifixion at the hands of men was coming and after that His resurrection! 

Luke 9:44-45 “‘Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands 

of men.’ But they did not understand this saying, and it was concealed from them, so that they might not 

perceive it. And they were afraid to ask Him about this saying.” 

Jesus demonstrates true greatness. 

Mark 9:32 “But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask Him.” 

❖ As Jesus taught the disciples that He would be crucified, they needed to understand the immediacy, the purpose, 

and the personal ramifications of Jesus’ death … but they did not get it! 

 Mark 8:21-33  

 Mark 9:33-34  

 Mark 10:35-45 “…43But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be 

your servant, 44and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45For even the Son of Man 

came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” 

 The kingdom of God is an upside-down kingdom! 

 God’s greatness is in opposition to our ongoing problem: a sinful desire for greatness! 

Jesus confronts our sinful desire for greatness. 

Mark 9:33-34 “And they came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house He asked them, ‘What were you 

discussing on the way?’ But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was 

the greatest.” 

❖ Jesus knew exactly the desires of their heart; now it was the time to confront it. 

Luke 9:46-47 “An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest. But Jesus, knowing the 

reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put him by His side” 

❖ Jesus’ instruction always addresses our personal, ongoing problems. 

Luke 6:45 “The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out 

of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” 

Galatians 5:19-21 “Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 

idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, 

orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not 

inherit the kingdom of God.” 



Jesus leads us to exercise real greatness. 

Mark 9:35-37 “And He sat down and called the twelve. And He said to them, ‘If anyone would be first, he must 

be last of all and servant of all.’ And He took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in His 

arms, He said to them, ‘Whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me, and whoever receives Me, 

receives not Me but Him who sent Me.’” 

❖ Through humility, Jesus shows us how to destroy our personal desires. 

“Do not imagine that if you meet a really humble man, he will be what most people call ‘humble’ 

nowadays: he will not be a sort of greasy, smarmy person, who is always telling you that, of course, he 

is nobody. Probably all you will think about him is that he seemed a cheerful, intelligent chap who took 

a real interest in what you said to him. If you do dislike him, it will be because you feel a little envious 

of anyone who seems to enjoy life so easily. He will not be thinking about humility: he will not be 

thinking about himself at all.” - C.S. Lewis 1 
  

 Philippians 2:3-8 

 As a man, Jesus lived for the glory of His Father.   

Mark 10:18 “And Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.’”  

John 6:38 “For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of Him who sent Me.”  

 As a fellow man, He lived to serve for the benefit of others.  

Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” 

 As a human, He lived without thinking of himself at all.  

 Isaiah 53:1-3,7-10 

❖ Real greatness is accomplished as we serve God and others in light of the grace of God. 

 The Greatness of God leads us to serve Him humbly!  

 Isaiah 6; Isaiah 40:15-18 

 Everything we have is through Him and for Him! 

Romans 11:35-36 “‘Or who has given a gift to Him that he might be repaid?’ For from Him and 

through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory forever. Amen.” 

 Our God is immutable and does not need us!  

Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 

Job 35:7-8 “If you are righteous, what do you give to Him? Or what does He receive from your hand? 

Your wickedness concerns a man like yourself, and your righteousness a son of man.” 

Acts 17:24-25 “The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does 

not live in temples made by man, nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, 

since He Himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.” 

 We continually need and depend on the grace of God! 

Psalm 16:1-2 “Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. I say to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord; I 

have no good apart from You.’” 

 Genuine service expects no reward and yet serves with a sincere, joyful heart! 

 Luke 17:7-10 
 

 

“Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of 

eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever 

you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you 

will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. For the 

wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.” 

Colossians 3:22-25 
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