
May 23, 2020 

Dear Winter Park Christian Church Family and Friends, 

Our elders met today, Saturday, May 23rd, and wanted to provide you with an update for our church 
regarding the current “Safer at Home” order and President Trump’s order to open Houses of Worship.  
As Grand County awaits the state response on their variance request and as the state issues more 
instructions, our church will adapt and provide direction regarding any gatherings that are possible. As 
much as we want to gather together, please refrain from coming tomorrow, May 24th.  We appreciate 
the stand President Trump has taken regarding Houses of Worship.  Based on the President’s comments 
that Houses of Worship are essential places that provide essential services and should be allowed to 
open immediately, we look forward to gathering together very soon as we work to align with the 
guidance of the CDC for Communities of Faith and implement the best practices to keep our 
congregation safe.  Pray for our governor and county commissioners as they make decisions concerning 
the opening of our churches. 

Any advisement issued from our church will work under the following principles: we should not neglect 
gathering (Hebrews 10:25), and we should submit to the government authorities over us (Romans 13:1). 
The Elders’ are in agreement that  meeting online cannot permanently replace physical church gatherings. 
Therefore, as the government allows, we will provide guidelines on what types of gatherings could be 
permitted. No guidance issued by our church should be interpreted as a requirement or directive.     

Two qualifications should be mentioned here. First, we realize that not everyone will be ready or able to 
meet for various reasons. Because of this, we are suggesting that any meetings that happen in person 
also be offered online if possible. Accordingly, we will continue to provide the WPCC Livestream for both 
the English and Spanish speaking  services on Sundays during our current situation and also beyond as it 
has proven to be a wonderful evangelistic tool and has provided a great way to connect with friends of 
WPCC throughout the country.  Second, there is a time for civil disobedience, however, our elders do not 
believe the current conditions allow for that.  The Gospel is being proclaimed freely and the Kingdom of 
God is being built without intentional government interference! 

Because of the Colorado “Safer at Home” guidelines allowing for meetings of 10 people or less, we are 
removing previously issued restrictions on smaller groups at our church as long as they can maintain 
social distancing and limit group size to 10 or less. All groups are encouraged to wear facemasks which 
will be provided if needed. If you have any questions regarding the State of Colorado and the Grand 
County restrictions on gatherings, please refer to their websites for more information: 
State of Colorado:  https://covid19.colorado.gov/safer-at-home  
Grand County:  https://www.co.grand.co.us/1310/Safer-at-Home  

If you do not feel safe or comfortable meeting in person, please know you are an important and valued 
member of the ministry and we encourage you to connect online if possible.  Contact your ministry or 
small group leader for online availability. If you need counselling or prayer, the Pastors and Elders are 
actively meeting with people – please contact us!  

We are seeking the Lord’s guidance and also the advice of our local authorities as we strive to make wise 
decisions during this time. Please be loving and gracious with one another and with the WPCC Leaders as 
we navigate these difficult times.  And above all, please pray for us as we seek God’s will and lead in this 
challenging environment! 

More details will follow this coming week! 

Together in Christ, 

Pastor Doug, Pastor Samuel and the WPCC Elders 
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